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Syntax Analysis – Sentence Patterns
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Target(s): 

· I can define and identify independent and dependent clauses.

· I can define and identify dependent marker words.

· I can analyze a writer’s style through sentence patterns and structures. 

Before you can understand sentence types, you need to understand the difference between an independent and a dependent clause.

Independent Clause (IC)
An independent clause is a group of words that contains a subject (underlined once) and a verb (underlined twice) and expresses a complete thought. An independent clause is a sentence.
Example: Jim studied in the Sweet Shop for his chemistry quiz. (IC)

Dependent Clause (DC)
A dependent clause is a group of words that contains a subject (underlined once) and a verb (underlined twice), but does not express a complete thought.  A dependent clause cannot be a sentence.  Often a dependent clause is marked by a dependent marker word, also known as subordinating conjunctions or relative pronouns.

Example:  When Jim studied in the Sweet Shop for his chemistry quiz… (DC)

· What happened when he studied? The thought is incomplete.

Dependent Marker Word (DM)

A dependent marker word is a word added to the beginning of an independent clause that turns it into a dependent clause.
Example:  When Jim studied in the Sweet Shop for his chemistry quiz, it was very noisy.  (DC)


Sentence Patterns
· Functional

· Declarative (statement)

· Interrogative (question)

· Imperative (command)

· Exclamatory (exclamation)

· Grammatical

· Simple Sentences (S) have one main clause (IC) with a subject and verb, either of which can be compound.

Example
I lost my passport. (IC)

· Compound Sentences (CP) consists of at least two main clauses connect with a semi-colon or comma plus a coordinating conjunction. 

Example

(IC) I lost my passport, but I did not worry about it (IC).


· Complex Sentence (CX) has one main clause and at least one subordinate clause (DC).

Example

(DC) Although I lost my passport, (IC) I did not worry about it.

· Compound-Complex Sentence (CP-CX) has two or more main clauses and at least one independent clause.
Example
(DC) Although I lost my passport, (IC) I did not worry about it; (IC) I continued to enjoy my vacation.
· Rhetorical 

· Loose (Cumulative) Sentence
The main idea is stated at the beginning of a sentence followed by additional information.
Example
He resigned after denouncing his accusers and asserting his own innocence time and time again. (The sentence continues after the main idea has been stated).

· Periodic (Climactic) Sentence
The main idea is withheld until the end of the sentence.

Example

After denouncing his accusers and asserting his own innocence time and time again, the State Department official resigned.
· Sentence Length

· Staccato (one to two words in length – abrupt)

· Telegraphic (shorter than 5 words in length)

· Short (approximately 5 words in length)

· Medium (approximately 18 words in length)

· Long and Involved (30 words or more in length)

Sentence Type Exercise
Direction(s): Identify the sentence types: Simple (S), Compound (CP), Complex (CX), Compound-Complex (CP-CX)


______ 1. Although it started to rain, we decided to continue our walk.

______ 2. There were books on the floor, under the table, and all about the room.

______ 3. She was going to school full-time and hoped to graduate in June.

______ 4. Transportation came to a halt as the steadily falling snow accumulated faster than 

                   the snow plows could clear it away.

______ 5. Marie and Bill and I stayed up until four in the morning.

______ 6. Unless conditions change for her, she will spend the rest of her life working minimum 

                  wage in a dusty mill; there are thousands of women like her.

______ 7. She wanted to go, but her child was sick.

______ 8. Joe is smart; he will go far.

______ 9. As soon as Dick started a coin collection, his brother bought an album of rare stamps.

______ 10. Nature is her passion in life, and colleagues say that she is a skilled naturalist.

Syntax Application

To further enhance our understanding of syntax, read the following passage and complete the Sentence Opening Sheet (SOS).  The SOS sheet is a useful tool to contrast the writing of two authors, to study the style of single author, and to improve the effectiveness of your own writing style.


Direction(s):  Read the following passage and complete a syntactical analysis of excerpt using the SOS sheet. This will enable you the ability to predict the subject and to anticipate the theme of the novel.
Common Dependent Markers


after		although		as		as if		because


before		even if			if		in order to 	since


though		unless			until		whatever	when


whenever	whether		while		that		which


what		who			whoever	whom		whomever


whose








Syntax: Sentence Structure


Examine sentence patterns and variety for effect.





FANBOYS – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so





If you have trouble, follow these steps:


Find and label the subject/verb pairs


Look for dependent marker words


Draw a (/) between the clauses


Label the clauses: (DC) Dependent (IC) Independent


Identify the sentence type





Examine the Syntax within a Single Page of a Novel


It was a cold grey day in late November. The weather had changed overnight, when a backing wind brought a granite sky and a muzzling rain with it, and although it was not only a little after two o’clock in the afternoon the pallor of a winter evening seemed to have closed upon the hills, cloaking them in mist.  It would be dark by four. The air was clammy cold, and for all the tightly closed windows it penetrated the interior of the coach.  The leather seats felt damp to the hands, and there must have been a small crack in the roof, because now and again little drips of rain fell softly through, smudging the leaving a dark blue stain like a splodge of ink.  The wind came in gusts, at times shaking the coach as it travelled round the bend of the road, and in the exposed places on the high ground it blew with such a force that the whole body of the coach trembled and swayed, rocking between the high wheels like a drunken man.


The driver, muffled in a greatcoat to his ears, bent almost double in his seat in a faint endeavor to gain shelter from his own shoulders, while the dispirited horses plodded sullenly to his command, too broken by the wind and the rain to feel the whip that now and again cracked above their heads, while it swung between the numb fingers of the driver.


The wheels of the coach creaked and groaned as they sank into the ruts on the road, and sometimes they flung up the soft splattered mud against the windows, where it mingled with the constant driving rain, and whatever view there might have been of the countryside was hopelessly obscured.


Dumaurier, Daphne. Jamaica Inn. In Four Great Cornish Novels: Jamaica Inn, Rebecca, Frenchman’s Creek, My Cousin Rachel. London: Victor Gollancz Ltd, 1978.
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