 “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell   25 Marks total

Name: ___________________
George Orwell is a pen name of Eric Blair. He went to Burmuda as a young man from 1922-1927, as a member of the British Imperial Police. 
The setting is Burma (present-day Myanmar) in the 1920s, when the country was a province of India. The action takes place in the town of Moulmein in the southern part of the province, called Lower Burma, a rice-growing region on the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. 

bazaar: Marketplace on a street with walk-in shops and outdoor stalls. 
coolie: Unskilled laborer. 
Coringhee: From or having to do with the town of Coringa, India. It is in the state of Andhra Pradesh in the southeastern part of the country. 
Dravidian: Lower-caste Indian who speaks his own language, Dravidian. 
imperialism: Policy of controlling weak or underdeveloped countries for economic, political, and military purposes. 
in saecula saeculorum: Latin for in this age and for all ages; forever; for eternity; until the end of the world. 
mahout: Skilled elephant trainer and handler. 
Raj, British: British government rule in India, of which Burma was a part; the period when the British government ruled India.  
sahib: Master, sir. Indians and Burmans used the word when addressing an Englishman.
George Orwell has a reputation for honesty = for telling the truth as he experienced it.  At some time or other people find themselves in embarrassing situations from which there is no easy or honourable escape.  Orwell writes in this short story of a young man – himself – in just such an impossible position.

As you read the short story note how Orwell describes the pressures he is under and how he honestly shows the reader his own mistakes.

Worksheet for “Shooting an Elephant” (10 marks for a completed chart) 

	Find George Orwell’s reasoning for and against killing the elephant.

	Pro
	Con

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	George Orwell’s Insights into the Event:

	

	Find people’s debates for and against killing the elephant.

	Pro
	Con

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(1) Since Orwell’s quandary is largely his own fault, he is confessing his weakness.  How does he enlist the reader’s sympathy? (2)
(2) In what way was the “tiny incident” enlightening to Orwell? (2)
(3) What did the elephant symbolize? Explain. (2)
(4) How did Orwell go against the dictates of his conscience?  Was he a hero? Why or why not? (2)
(5) What are some situations in which contemporary individuals must go against the dictates of their conscience?  Are these individuals considered admirable?  Why or why not? (2)
(6) How does the author make this an effective story? (2)
(7) In what ways does this story connect to any “real world” events? (3)

