Unit I: Diverse Landscapes and People

Do You Speak Canadian? 
Canadian Etymology 
Target(s):
· [image: image1.wmf]I can read a variety of materials to extend my knowledge about Canadian 
             etymology.

Viewing - Heritage Moment: A Part of Our Heritage

· What is the origin and translation (etymology) of Canada? 

The names of our provinces, cities, and towns all have interesting etymologies. Etymology is the study of the history of words, their origins, and how their form and meaning have changed over time. Many Canadian places have a history.  It is this unique history that interweaves our diverse cultures and makes us Canadian.

Canadian Etymology Assessment

______1. Alberta




a. Cree - “the strait of the spirit”

______ 2. British Columbia


b. British - named in honour of the Duke of 

Brunswick-Lüneburg; the future King George IV of the United Kingdom
______ 3. Quebec



c. Latin/Portugal – Terra Nova
______ 4. Saskatchewan


d. British - named after the fourth daughter of 

                                                                                    
    Queen Victoria
______ 5. Ontario



e. Portugal - "lavrador" means "landholder"
______ 6. New Brunswick



f. Latin/Scottish – “New Scotland” 
______ 7. Manitoba



g. Huron – “Beautiful Lake”
______ 8. Newfoundland



h.  British – named after the the son of King George 

                                                                                                      III of the United Kingdom
______ 9. Labrador



i. Algonquian – “strait, narrows”
______ 10. Nova Scotia



j. Cree – “swift flowing river”
______ 11. Prince Edward Island


k. British - the Columbia whose crew first explored the 

                                                                                           
    area
______ 12. Nunavet



l. British – originally called Pile of Bones
______ 13. Yukon



m. Indigenous – MooseJaw Bone Creek
______ 14. Regina



n. Athabaskan – “great river”
______ 15. Moose Jaw



o.  Inuktitut – “our land”
Application Question
“Places names are significant reflections of a nation’s cultural and linguistic heritage.  They are ever-present on road signs and maps, in correspondence, magazines, and newspapers, and in all kinds of official and unofficial records and documents” 

– Alan Rayburn

· In your opinion, why is Canadian etymology important?  In essence, how do place names connect to Canadian identity and diversity? (8 – content; 2 – paragraph structure) YOU MUST have a topic sentence. 
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