ELA B30 Hamlet:    Act Two

Name: ________________________
Scene I
1. What does Polonius want Reynaldo to do? Why is this a delicate matter? 

2. Why is Ophelia upset?

3. What conclusion does Polonius draw from Ophelia’s news?

4. What does this scene suggest about Polonius?

Scene II
1. What types of madness do we see in Hamlet during this act?  Which may be “real” and which may be an “act”?

2. What do each of the main characters (King, Gertrude, Polonius) feel to be the cause of Hamlet’s madness?  What do you think?

3. What do we learn about Hamlet’s relationship with Ophelia?  

4. What is meant by the following passage?  Who wrote it and for whom was it written?


Doubt thou the stars are fire;



Doubt that the sun doth move;


Doubt truth to be a liar;

But never doubt I love.

6. What is meant by the following passage?  Who said it?


I am but mad north-north west:  when the wind is 


Southerly I know a hawk from a handsaw

